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Prepaying 
tax bill an 

advantage 
depending 
on locale 


Situation confusing for 
early-bird taxpayers 


By Janice Crompton 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


John Hensler woke up early 
Wednesday, donned his long un- 
derwear and braved the 5-degree 
weather to trek to the Allegheny 
County Courthouse, where he ex- 
pected to wait in a long line to pre- 
pay his 2018 property tax bill. 

But the 72-year-old was pleas- 
antly surprised to find himself vir- 
tually alone, and he quickly paid 
his estimated 2018 tax bill before 
heading back to Mt. Lebanon, 
where he planned to do the same at 
the local tax office. 

And that’s where Mr. Hensler 
said his day was ruined. 

That’s because Mt. Lebanon is 
among some of the municipalities 
across the state that are not accept- 
ing pre-payments of next year’s 
property taxes. 

Like Mr. Hensler, many home- 
owners who were hoping to take 
advantage of a last-minute tax de- 
duction by pre-paying their 2018 
property taxes before the end of the 
year have found themselves ham- 
strung, depending on where they 
live. 

“That doesn’t serve the taxpayer 
well, does it?” Mr. Hensler said. 
“Mt. Lebanon doesn’t benefit from 
this, residents don’t benefit, and we 
are penalized by this. And, 
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light 
to nowhere’ 
returns after 
four hours 


By Joseph Serna 


Los Angeles Times 


LOS ANGELES — A Tokyo- 
bound flight from Los Angeles that 
turned back to widespread atten- 
tion on social media was carrying 
two brothers, one of whom was not 
authorized to be on board, the 
Transportation Security Adminis- 
tration said Wednesday. 

The unauthorized passenger 
had a boarding pass for a United 
Airlines flight, but boarded the All 
Nippon Airlines flight with his 
brother, who had the correct ticket 
for the flight, said Mike England, a 
TSA spokesman. 

Both were among the 208 passen- 
gers aboard Tokyo-bound All Nip- 
pon Airlines Flight 175 when it de- 
parted Los Angeles International 
Airport about 11:30 a.m. Tuesday. 
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3 charged in deaths of father, 7-year-old 


By Shelly Bradbury 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


A few weeks ago for his seventh 
birthday — his last — Jo Law- 
rence Stewart flew to Florida with 
his parents and visited Legoland, 
a thrilling experience for the calm, 
imaginative boy who loved to 


Scuffle at Swissvale house followed by gunfire 


build. 

“He was going to be some- 
thing,” said his aunt, Jess Stewart 
of Clairton. 

But on Tuesday, the first-grader 
went with his father to a home on 


Columbia Avenue in Swissvale, 
where he and 29-year-old Walter 
E. Stewart were shot to death in 
what police said appeared to be an 
exchange of gunfire. 

Three men have been charged 


in the double homicide: Jacqua 
Barnett, 30, of Homestead, Dona- 
van Lee Wilson, 23, of Rankin, and 
Brandon Barnett, 26, of East Pitts- 
burgh. Wilson and Jacqua Barnett 
have been jailed. 

Brandon Barnett was shot in 
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Greg Wohlford/Erie Times-News 
Erie resident Soledda Hernandez, 28, stands on the roof of her car as she brushes off snow Wednesday near West Eighth and Liberty streets. 


Disaster emergency lifted as Erie digs 
out from under 65 inches of snow 


By Ed Palatella, Matthew Rink 


and David Bruce 
Erie Times-News 


Erie County Executive Kathy 
Dahlkemper on Wednesday lifted 
the disaster emergency declara- 
tion she signed a day earlier, a 
move that signaled the waning 


force of the area’s record-setting 
snowstorm. 

Her announcement came as the 
Erie region recorded another 2.6 
inches of snow through Wednes- 
day afternoon, bringing the 
December total to 102 inches and 
the total from Sunday through 
Wednesday to 65.1 inches, accord- 


ing to the National Weather Ser- 
vice in Cleveland. 

Ms. Dahlkemper’s declaration 
had enabled the county to request 
services from the Pennsylvania 
National Guard. 

The Guard sent military Hum- 
vees to transport medical workers 
to hospitals and military ambu- 


lances to assist local ambulance 
companies that could not get to 
snowed-in locations. 

According to a statement Wed- 
nesday afternoon from Ms. 
Dahlkemper’s office, “The deci- 
sion to lift the declaration was 
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Retired Cmdr. Ron Free- 
man, who spent nearly 40 
years with the Pittsburgh 
Bureau of Police, died early 
Wednesday at the age of 81. 
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New Mexico company planning to drill, frack 
gas wells at U.S. Steel’s Edgar Thomson mill 


By Don Hopey 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


A New Mexico-based oil and gas 
company with no experience drill- 
ing into deep shale formations like 
the Marcellus is planning to drill 
and frack half a dozen gas wells 
within the footprint of U.S. Steel 
Corp.’s Edgar Thomson mill. 


Merrion Oil & Gas Corp. leased a 
10-acre tract in July from U.S. Steel 
and the Union Railroad Co. LLC, 
owners of the site, where it plans to 
build a well-drilling pad that will 
straddle the North Versailles-East 
Pittsburgh border and is just inside 
the eastern property line of the 145- 
year-old steel mill. 

Ryan Davis, Merrion’s opera- 


tions manager, said the company 
had an initial pre-application meet- 
ing with the state Department of 
Environmental Protection on Nov. 
2, and will submit a drilling permit 
application some time during the 
first quarter of 2018 for the first 
well. 
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